o The Fateful Moment

ol The Birth of Herzl's Zionism
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those far-off days when I entered the University
of Vienna to take up the study of the classics,
Theodor Herzl was already the pride and glory
of the Burschenschaft ot fraternity of which I became
an impertinent Fachs (junior member). Even in
those carly days the charm and magic which in his
maturity were to conquer thousands were already
manifest; it was not only by his appearance that he
fool®dominated his fellow students—his gallant nature,
his ironic, superior spirit, his easy masterfulness
were irresistible. I can hardly describe the astonish-
ment that seized us when we learned that the Bur-
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Ther@uhenschaft had decided in full convention to strike
d lPHerzl's name off its roster. It was decided at the

jughifsame time to admit no more Jews, for the Burschen-
her@sbaft had determined not to lag behind the spirit
braidRof the times. Strangely enough (or is it so strange?)
s thethe suggestion came originally from a Jewish member
gravfof the fraternity. There was no danger of his being
) expelled, for with the same
unanimity with which it ex-
pelled Herzl, the fraternity de-
cded that this particular Jew
was so eminently Aryan in
spirit—he was a very coura-
geons dueller—that he could
remain. It appears that the
distinction thus conferred upon
the Aryan Jew did not con-

1aree

tha
thing
vould

Wil

tem tribute much to his peace of

. fmind. At any rate, he solved
WitBthe problem by shooting him-
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het® Bug it was not this incident
< “Bwhich was destined to give the
¢ 1ikBGteful rurn to Heral's life. It
AtBeems to have made no pro-
8"Wound impression on him, for
']‘I‘;:-‘j ¥ certainly did not permit it

0 overshadow his enjoyment
flife. The field which he ulti-
. Ptely chose for himself was
WIVBEE in which an overshadowed
# haunted spirit could not
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choose to give to this slightly despised guild. From
the staff of the Neue Freie Presse Herzl's prestige spread
far beyond the confines of Austria; and when he was
chosen its Paris correspondent, Herzl had achieved
one of the most sought-after and envied positions in
the European journalistic world. No; that dark
incident of his university days, which had affected
him so directly, did not change the current of his
life. It was in Paris, in an incident in which he was
not involved personally, that he met his fate,

He was an eye-witness of the cruel and historic
ceremony when Captain Dreyfus was stripped of his
insignia, and degraded from his rank, prior to his
deportment to Devil’s Island. The majority of the
public was convinced that Dreyfus was guilty; and
Herzl was convinced among others. And yet the
brutality of the ceremony made a strange imptession
on him. Born actors, the French lose no opportunity
to dramatize a public incident: and here was material
for a brilliant effort. It was a magnificently im-
pressive spectacle. An officer breaks the traitor’s
sword; one by one a sergeant, a corporal and a
private strip his insignia from him, and cast them at
his feet. Herzl, believing Dreyfus to be guilty, saw
the man treated according to his deserts. What he
could not understand was the
overt delight which showed
upon the faces of the spsctators.
It seemed like a national holi-
day. *"Why are these people
so delighted?”” This was the
question which he repeated
over and over again. When the
performance was over, when
the traitor had been led away,
and while the faces of the dis-
persing throng still glowed
with happy excitement, Herzl
turned with that question to
one of his colleagues of the
press. ''Why are they so de-
lighted? The traitor deserved
his fate, and he received no
more punishment than he
merited. But how can they
find such intense joy in the suf-
fering of a human being.
Granted he is a traitor—but a
traitor is still a man.”

His colleague replied: *'No,
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the French do not feel that he is a man. They see
him not as a human being but as a Jew. Christian
compassion ends before it reaches the Jew. It is
unjust—but we cannot change it. It has always
been so, and it will be so for ever.”

It was at this moment that Herzl's Zionism was
born.

Such was the account that Herzl gave me fre-
quently—though of course in later years. There was
a time when our work threw us into intimate contacr,
on fine summer evenings he would stop at my office
on his way out and ask me whether I cared to walk a
little of the way with him. But our walks some-
times lasted for hours; we kept on circling the Votiv-
kirche until the sun had set and the twilight was
dying. And perpetually he returned to the theme
that had made him its prisoner. Again and again he
repeated: “"There is no nation without a country!
What is more, there is no man without a country;

Herzl and France
By PAUL PAINLEVE

The author of this appreciation of Theodor Horzl is at presens Minisser
of War in the cabines of Poincaré. One of France's outstanding Liberals,
M. Pasnlevé bas been Prime Minister on several occasions and President of
the League of the Rights of Man.

HEODOR HERZL, a man who had probed and
T felt in himself the unsounded depth of the Jewish
soul and the indestructible idealism of his people,
by faith alone set into motion a process of action and
preparation that finally proved stronger than all
obstacles. The whole of Palestine with its magnificent
achievements is 2 monument to his
genius. The further the moment of
Herzl's death sinks back into the
past, the more majestic appears the
stature of the man. It will go on
increasing in grandeur until the day
when all the earth will recognize
him as one of the élite of mankind,
one of the fashioners of history.
That process is in evolution now.
It would seem that there is an
impression abroad that French
public opinion is hostile to the
Zionists and their work. This is a
serious misunderstanding.  The
Government of France has followed
withdeepsympathy everything that
has been done since 1916, when that
sympathy was first expressed. I
belonged to the Government at that
time. Butthismustnotbeforgotten:
France has an interest dating from
centuries back in the Holy Land.
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he may not know it, he may not feel the sligh
desire to know it, he may feel perfectly at home§
strange land—but he must know that some
in the world there is a country predestined to bg
own and that of his family, a country which & ¢
permit him to enter, which cannot refuse him.
does not dream of going to his country, he hag
desire to do so; but he knows that there is a cous
that is waiting for him, that belongs to him, a
which he belongs. No man can live without this}
It was only at Herzl's funeral that I began to ug
stand fully just what he meant. The proces
lasted for hours; I went with it. And I reali
that I was in an alien world. This dark mass,
muring words incomprehensible to my ear,
moving through Vienna toward the Promised
And Herzl's achievement is this: He restored tof
people the knowledge of their home. '
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Fear is entertained in France that the rapid g
of Hebrew and its intensive development, in
junction with a larger diffusion of English in?
Near East, will push French culture even furthet
the background.

I hope the Zionists understand our anxiety.
should not like to be forgotten in the New Jerusalt
in which French genius has so long radiated:
brilliance. Let the Zionists develop their fatherld
strengthen their culture and perfect their langu
let them pay tribute to the genct
treatment that England has alw
accorded them—but let them 8
remember another nation wih
was also generous and hospits
to Israel, and which throught
Declaration of the Rights of ¥
made citizens of the Jews of Eurg

Herzl, the great friend of Fraf
the man steeped in our culture
civilization as well as in thosé
other peoples, would have wish
it so. That is my certainty and
hope.

Whom shall we believe, the f
phets who predict a marvelous &
aissance or the pessimists who {8
see a lamentable debacle? Afterd
ten years of activity an affirmat
answer can be given: Palestine
become the hearth of Judaism. &
soil will become the home d
numerous people.




