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_: ﬂ ; says almost nothing, Oft‘;“rse, as to i;v e;}g:t Tt
s : bwks . Ofte‘l 3, s 4 WI . . eve
ww %;:xtance to gain a success l;e;nzgﬂs vfor years i nn‘_;ippﬁns now and
M indifferent book throws i rhich, when he has a with works of
2 gome er | s into his lap. So it h as at last despai
¥ 2 very le writer, who oscillated it appened lately tg éed of
M m,k" of Conan Doyle. He seemed to laugh at the elé the style of Stevens ustav
& | Mly by the 'pubhc i R g public, and, therefore ‘?n and
. panner- During the war the book which everyone ,wa rough caricature of h'jzs not
9 ttempt on the part of the Deputy - Cfé\lpposed to have read 0::13
P mediate between the old Germany of music and philo;oaliln}ann to please everyone
- of War and business, O dream of a German world-suprgrg and the new Cetusnte
. chiefly o the spirit, and was only on occasion to avail itSelfaCEf which was to rely
oy fore, because it was as ambiguous as the opini Oné,O fthe help of force. 1t
 ¢hat the book won the approval of all the members of that clo the petite bourgeoise
| the war, however, two books of a quite different kind came intass. Immediately after
¥ iered books which made the highest demands on the Ser(? isering Two deeply-
. line, and also on the patience of the reader had such a rap?c)l‘fjns?:éag}e spiritual
. I 1 -
o works of fiction of the blandishing s:;gt .SUCCCSS
West, by Oswald Spengler. This title of
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45 is usually acco ded with us only t
2 ,mg?tf: cflf them tti:’: calljlﬁd The Dounfall of the
 ireelf fell in with pu ic opinion, for if downfall is to be the fate of
~ Europe, We‘sha]l be able to bear it more easily. Spengler 1s a profes:éi Fhaige}?jglgzglfc
.48 mﬂnng lf’ not the quk _of a German professor. It is professorial in its profound
Jearning ; it 18 professorial 1n the sureness with which the author makes use of and
arranges the riches of his knowledge, imposes calm on the unruly mass of detail, and
gives 1t order and shape. It is professorial in the solidity, strength, and strictness of
its frankly Hegelian architecture. But it is professorial also . the audacity with which
it stakes everything on 2 single card, on a single theory, on 2 single unproved and even
And, finally, it is most professorial of all in this, aganst which
hat it elevates @ fertile

;le thesis.
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it to assist us in arranging the facts of world-histo again in :
By means of it we can learn to see many things that before Wa Quite 4
as in different lights we see d-;ﬁerenitly either a land scape Orere
reader this book will teach much ; it will give him the highea wo Yom,
But it has had such a fatal success that for the most Part.'thzt glteuw
it literally, in the belief that here he can read our futyre o ¢ German
unsupported word of the author that *“ in this book ap attempy 2 horg,, e
time to determine the future course of history.” All history hag thl-s Mage
else, always the same theme that. is always played by 2 new peoe{lé aboye
always goes the eternal way fron’l’ Innocence to culture, and f _ Ple. A
which is the “ ineluctable fate ” of culture—its culmination bt
end. Civilisation is always a sign that a certain way of life f,as bxﬁ n
that it is time for history to lool#g round for a new, unused v X
way of life must express itself, realise 1ts inner possibilities, m%&
world. In the moment in which this is accomplished culture
is ossified, is turned into stone, and may in this condition co“ﬁbne%ue'h civi
hundreds of years, but is no lon_ger alive. So may we also perhaps con
for hundreds of years, but only in a state of petrifaction. For that We'
no longer alive seems to the author to be proved, since he S€es in i
“ typical symbol of the end.” And thus he reaches the individual ang Ve &
contribution of his book to our thought, to his entirely original Concep?@
temporaneity,”’ a conception which 1s most productive for the study of higsee 8
which, when one uses it, becomes most fascinating. In his sense of the word m“? ing
are ““ contemporary >’ when they express identical cultural situations. He agqy
way of example the manner in which the development of mathematics .
ancient world corresponds with the development of mathematics in g
Europe, and thus, for him, Pythagoras and Descartes, Plato and Laplace, Archimede
and Glauss are ““ contemporaneous.” And so also to him in their art seem 41;
and Rembrandt, and so, again, Polykleites and Bach. In the same way he calls the |
Peace of Antalkidas in the year 386 before Christ and the Peace of Paris of
" contemporaneous.” In the advance towards culture and beyond it to civilisatio
there appear again at the same point of time the same forms of religion, art, polities, |
society, economics, and science which fulfil themselves in the same way, are extin- |
guished in the same way and always bring forth men of the same kind. The Protss. ]
tantism of the “ Abendland ” corresponds to the dionysiac religion of the ancient |
world, English Puritanism is in Europe the counterpart of Islam in the Arabic world. §
Spengler even dares to make the bold pronouncement that “ the fourth century, 3
beginning with Alcibiades—who has in him much of the imperial ambition of
Mirabeau, Napoleon, and Byron—and ending with Alexander, is the exact repre
Sonatve of the period from 1750 to 1850, in which with profound logic the Contrat §
Social, Robespierre, N apoleon, the people in arms and Socialism succeed one another;
while, in the background, Rome and Prussia prepare themselves for their ]Paf?’ ahme
world-history. For it is also one of Spengler’s dogmas that in the downfall ol :
Abendland Prussia (or Socialism, which is for him exactly the same thing) Pli?jban'
z:;?rzr}i’ft‘;réﬁl partas Rome in the downfall of theancientworld. It is priﬂbe{‘m; sf 23
'y ng s :g etlslcito ,thf-: most radical scepticism that makes the Chzef Bt ;Lc akil
its period. Frop, fl;j ¢QtMng, for to him everything shows the characteris s
. s Judgme

. . —— y : "‘h ‘\-iil be 2
1 . .°Ct, Irom the incompletion of a process whic o8
Pleted, but is a fata] historical necessity—this is a discovgrv. Thus the reader D%

to 1 3 . ) - {m
ose all consciousness of his own existence. And only one belief is left © h
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. eopounded by this book. And that ; 469
ﬁ%oemd SZEGGESS. R s, perhaps, the principal
?ytl’llf{imxﬂ;i;zg{)nc 18 supposed to have read
v ",'W at al dﬂ atic. It is nothing l;ﬁ%‘tllb n_f"t at “u prnf‘essr)rial‘,
s of a beau tiful soul open here on the Orient: 1€ expression of a soul.
of a bea Terl hook | . e Uriental world, on th i
]w,d s th' 18 at times a monologue, at r e world of
, and always e expression of a deep, introspecti a prayer, at
_ywsnobmk of so German a characte Spective, and pure
£ he manner of Goethe ; and for cter has appeared, German in
t rises above earthly thing:% inar many years no book so cosmopolit
4, It rises abOVE < ings in a region in which the distinctio pf s
1 only the mple rule of the good, the beautiful, and the tru ns of races
il old Baltic family. One can read in Carlyle abtfults S’lhd:
d of Frederick the Great, Voltaire’s Casarion. In the h woves
Kant 'wmt&_ one of his works. Alexander Kéyserlin ::usetgf
rek’s youth. Edward Keyserling was a tender poet 0% theaLs ”
Count Hermann Keyserling has from his great-grandmo?glﬁt

1S111E

. 1enc of Bisms
rest ort. And this

numatt = e lso a sk Mongol blood. He i :

MW‘M m_asharaof Vlongol blooc grew up at Raykiill, studied '
! atrDﬁfP‘t s&d geology and l?lology at Heidelb_erg_., entered byymeans :f ﬁeni};e%xsotg
W ahnfried circle, came 1n Vienna under the influence of Chamberlain and of the

a schola: Leopold von Schrdder, became doctor of philosophy, went to Paris,
later tO London, wavering without decision for a long time between philosophical
- nd scientific Jeanings, between pleasure in the enjoyments of social culture and a
- pever quite ﬂig ressed longing for the solitudes of nature, so that he seemed destined
. (0 become 2 ttante in the strict sense, in the sense in which Walter Pater was a
 dilettante. In 1911 he began a tour .mund the world, from Genoa to Ceylon, India,
' China, Japan, and back across America to lonely Raykiill, where he stayed four years,
~ shile round him the world was at war, writing his Travel-Diary. In 1919 he married
 the granddaughter of Bismarck, the daughter of Prince Herbert.
f  This Trave%-Diary is a single long monologue. A man with an overwhelming desire
' for knowledge, for whom the force of his own personality, his own demands, his own
. feelings does not suffice to procure the whole truth, he strains out of himself, he will
ot see with only his own eyes or hear with his own ears, he will not live only his own
 life. He wishes to live the lives of others, to g0 through a whole series of other exist-
"~ ences. Such a wandering of the soul in the living body is the desire :}nd .the meaning
~ of his voyage round the world. And it is the :definable charm of his diary not that
.~ here a European describes the life and thoughts of Indians, Chinese, and Japanese,
. but that he himself lives these lives, learns himself to think apd feel as do the lndllan_s,
| Chinese, and Japanese, even puts away the Europeun.in him and becomeﬁ' fUltyla::
B succession an Indian, a Chinese, and a Japanese. This to such a degree ! &t_ad
I all “ Western civilisation ” fades almost from his sight and the type ot ﬂ}f{ m?;i i
| Westerner becomes unreal to him. India teaches him “ how ht-tle by nﬁ“;f‘“}}"m }:::,%
| and being are connected in their origins.” The lofty conception of the& .O‘t'éd‘“"ii\
! becomes clear to him, and he learns to know that all eternal v_alu.c:q are cum‘{efﬂ -
~ bei ey SNDE . | ' .rformance has significance only as a Sigh
| deng and not with performance, and that performance Lo - “he ultimate sectet that
1 of being. China leads him even deeper, and un‘veﬂs for him t\ ]itl th‘l£ he who is
| out of true being, once it 18 attained, right action flows OF 15¢ le himself no more
- harp ’ S naslf. W . himself a just mafl, need .tlt.)llb ¢ Dammese :
~ harmony with himself, who is hamsell ) fla OIf - in just men, hecause they
' abm{t action, since then performance will come ot 1Tf~t' : ) -‘1)rl.d h overcome ; thus 18
| are just, right action manifests itself. Thus the extc}f;{l ::':nit\' > Teached above the
our whole life turned inward ; thus a 11.1gher.torm nt. \11_11 ﬁm "oty for knowledge, the
| ™o poles of Western life, above the enquiret searching DR =1 felt externally,
Professor,” and above the “man of action,  StUE: ‘
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i aaadd <ome the world. This higher form is the Sage *

oot SN TR s ¢ who }
0 celf-realisation. This is what Keyserling brought } ot
: gﬁ o ,I.fuf;ﬁthe world ;. ‘this is the profit he has der%\redhfg?ni i‘:flt‘l} Ring
8 38_;’,, he says hin}self, a definite phllosophy such as I opce i
s lb ne r take quite seriously any deﬁmfe_ system. My spiritual gog] lieught fo
 ness of that deepest principle of existence which is in the ianSts In the
system. My ethical goal lies in the penetration of appearances by meg :sf Oefww

significances.” : : thejy
“After this Travel-Diary of a Philosopher, Keyserling publisheg
on Germany’s Political Mission. It begins from the axiom that « we '
to that which we really are.” But, for him, the Germans are really « . °
people of Europe.” He sees 1n this, however, no weakness, byt fith th
of Germany, especially in an age whose tendency he indicates g4 beier the
- point when “ politics shall becornp superfluous.” But he is not contentn "
all this. The agreement which his sketch of a ““ Sage ” has eyokeg hmerely to
him to try himself in practice as the teacher of “ Wisdom.” Erpst Luczlls :
Grand Duke of Hesse, has given him assistance. They desire tq eth wig, §
Darmstadt a “ School of Wisdom,”” such as once the German univ%:rsis 10 foungy I8
become if they had not been led away more and more into the servicles fm 8t by
Ernst Ludwig was the last German prince to maintain the great traditiOniOhthe S,
of Goethe. Himself by nature an artist, in 19oo he bade the gifted Ot etradm'(m 1
form the artists’ colony at Darmstadt. Later, he offered a home to Dgn‘(f J Oslb“d{
of Dancing. Darmstadt, under his rule, lay always rather aside from conltltjx{il:%i |
ge:ll;nranya ha}t]lf In our classical past, half in a much desired future. Now ththea?g
wthroned this prince shows that he also preserves his faith in the German Spir

All our secret hopes look now to the quiet town and its school of wisdom.
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