.le was
§e8Y: Lﬂg 1
.rked by the strength of th Ea :
OTK _ gk : y remained alive - :
] of professors an d poets, Succezgggftmtellect. A quite :]I::;eh» and this
. power of words and of writi Y the power of the; S
; iting alone, in raisi eir belief in th
ople. In the history of literature this i raising up a broken-down (ei
Jot wgthout pri e o Learn at SChoollSt ﬁaﬂed the German Romai?ic
Austria, and when, as schoolboys, we satat 1t was the poets who saved
verses We ere still more fired in ou,r ke enéhusmstxeaﬂy writing our
 ¢hat n himself was only conquered by Germarllono {St}}e mighty recollection
ysto b encouraged by so remarkable an example of th posin 8 i & fd Shg A
0 DE i remarx _example 0 the power of the intellect. B '
good thing for 2 nation if it promises itself t lect. Dut it
e ot o g : 00 much from the loftiness of its
] eaning of reality. It is understandable that just

should willingly think of that time after Jena, when the rebirth
Bl S nation s lish d g WAL e rebirt of our almost
‘ ati accomplished by means of an invincible belief in its mission.
But 1 is not without danger when the German, to whom nature has given already 2
 consder? ble 1eaqmg this way, 18 strengthened in the opinion that history transacts
| itself 1t 1n a romantic manner. The Germans have without this a preference for unreality,
are the people of musiC and of metaphysics. And f we hear that the greatest
¢ romantic,”’ our young men are hardly to be blamed

% e of our modern history was’

- 1 they conclude from that that now again we can provide for the future simply by

 writing " And the fact that that mighty movement of ntellect was called
%D : n say that with every

ntic leads us all the more to misunderstand 1t.
meaning was more and more lost
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Movement, shows its origin and uncover ich Reiss)

Romantic Movement, 1800-1814> by Josef Nadler (-E-HCP e o of the (ermas scholar,
adler, an Austrian by birth and 2 Rupll : r?lbgu in gwitzerland. As an
ugust Sauer, is a professor at the University of rﬁi‘ plggd :
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vinces (T. Habbel, Regensburg ; three volumes ¢, .
Ge’:z;a” Iifgd?:igl:;o; the ﬁn(al- volume is still to come); fw the first ﬁm;%
:? - aaap%eared to us in all its magnificence, equal in living strength to the
ralﬁ_lt ectl‘)‘re' We learnt to understand it as the highest expression of a ighty
ﬁ;'g in which the emperor and his court, and the peasat}t_md the ownsman,
i ’beggal‘, took part. Especially we learnt for the first time to understand ¥ ady
of the seventeenth century, and an epoch which up till then had been ¢,
ause in German history became suddenly full of movement, value, anq o
%xlz)t this was not the only thing : this book gave for ﬂ}? first time to our whole J;¢a,,
an inherent connection. A German proverb says, Gfe&t.maswrs- do not fa]]
Heaven.” But in the history of literature as it was practised befo::e Nadis
masters always did fall from heaven—they suddenly appeared, sometimes ¥
no one knew how. For Nadler no poet is merely ap a0

1 I ’ 1 1 .
often quite alone f the race which reveals itself in the poets. For the poeg

it is rather the spirit o 1tsell
mouthpiece of a race ; and what each of the individual German races has to ._,.{_‘,

spoken for it, when its turn comes, by the poets. Thus the history of literatyre beca
with Nadler an intellectual and spiritual history of the German races. e
German history, from the wandering of the peoples to the battle of Jena, ig 5
perpetual war of brothers among the German races. The feeling that they are
theless brothers was first forced on them by the poets. However paradoxica] it .
sound, we can say in the fullest sense that German unity is a poetical Creation, [t
certainly would not have been possible if these German races, perpetually at feyg el
one another, had not had from the beginning, in qddmon to their community of blogg.
a second community, that of their way.o_f life. Thl.S came about because all the G ermm{
 races passed together through one decisive experience. For all of them the encounter
with the Greek, the Latin, and Christian culture was decisive. When they became |
Christian they received at the same time the extra inheritance of ancient learning, -
And now imagine what it must have been for these wild tribes, as they are painted
for us by Tacitus, to feel suddenly the breath of Rome and of the Greeks of the sacred
East. It was a rebirth. .
What is surprising about Nadler’s new book is that in it he shows us the Berliy |
Romantic Movement as another renaissance, as the last of many German °
renaissances, as the renaissance in which the East, which up to then had been silent, |

took up the word for the first time, in which a new people, growing late in quietude,

g

took part for the first time in the culture of the old races, in which “ the colony” §
entered into the spiritual life of the Motherland. What the West and South Germans |

had experienced a thousand years before was now, in the Romantic Movement,
experienced by the East Germans. And this new formula explains at one blow that
indescribable charm which emanates from the romanticism of Berlin. The older
Germany, which said its best say through Goethe, a Frank from the Rhine, and the
Alemann Schiller, sees in the Romantic Movement the return of its own youth.
Nadler lays the strongest emphasis on this distinction between Motherland and
colony. The Motherland is Germany west of the Elbe and the Saale—the Germany
of those tribes who, on the Rhine and on the Danube, grew up in immediate contact
with the Roman culture, the tribes whose own culture developed near the Roman
Sontiers, and whose unity with Rome, lasting from the beginning of the Christian
%I“ﬁiand culminating in the Bar oque, had a fresh blooming in the classicism of Weimar.
ds Motherland was already permeated by Roman culture about the year 800. It
4 e already taken a political form, and it ripened so quickly by the help of the
;imcglle civilisation that about the year 1000 it had not only its own Latin culture but
ins?her:ﬁgyed;? geglr:jmn% of a German culture ; moreover, it had a durable pQSSESCZl;'t‘;
Ofed.ucateg e 0 hY of religious l}’{'ICS, al}q, above all, a definite and }’uhﬂgh gt
| 0 1n whom lived the ancient spirit, who spoke and wrote Latin as thots
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in whom the ideq of heir nat: 645
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a example, which begins with St. Francis and culminates
- which we call the Renaissance in the narrower sense, the process
, that underneath a primitive people a subjected ** culture-people
) exercise its intellectual powers. Italy thinks of herself and appears
. It is quite different with the renaissance of South-West Germany
ar 80o. And, again, it is cﬁt&ite different with the renaissance of East
the preparation for which Nadler puts as far back as the sixteenth
t the manifestation of which is in fact the Romantic Movement of
Here, in the colony, the immigrant lords and the indigenous Slavonic
- became a new people when they began to share the intellectual trad;t:gn
and from which the colonists came. And thus it is that this last o Ie
an renaissances appears so remarkable a thing to the other Gemms};i dr:
| Germany lives again through her past, but with strange ?{cuéllimhgsgs;l';a -
the old home an unexpected charm, the charm of nove %’ uh't in by e
i thing menacing, because, if new virtue 1s brought in D)
&en;\n{e titm}e du;.g Is that ingthis virtue there is mixed a drop of %hen bloon-
, L otheriand iee . 1th the Roman. Lo
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ge the Romantic Movement adds a second, that o ¢ into the remotest past,
Slav. And so, if the Romantic Mpvemenihpo’;;: 3:?&;: 3 prophetic prjtﬁte
indicates the distant future to valnch Go’e‘ | e A e e pgople
West-Ostliche Diwan. If it was for 2000 years the colony awakes a new desire—
bﬁ ve between the north and the south, now the colony
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