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A LETTER FROM GERMANy

—=q HOMAS MANN, the author of the Buddenbroo A
i Venedig (Death in Fensce), has long been M&My and of >
literature. He handles words with a goldsmith's &m"'““ }
distinguished by a firm, fine, constructive % G,
suddenly came prominently before the public through t m nd .
extraordinary book, Betrachtungen emnes Unpolitischen (Considerations Yon N
Person). It was the kind of bo?’k least expected from an author whose gpec; Pty
scemed the purely ** artistic. It was”at a time when Gm
when the mood was becoming “ blue,” and people were impatiently ¢
at any price. His appeal then was to the best traditions of the Germa
he iniplored it to come to a mfhnnon Of the situation. This gave him the rr 8
of being a * conservative.” Knowing him well, I had to smile, even hen,
misinterpretation. He was born in the old Hmnt{c town of Liibeck. Fron ¢
mother’s side he, as well as his talented brother Heinrich, had an exotic st
his blood, which made him alien to the Wilhelmsian Germany. His Germe
was that of Goethe, But for that very reason it irritated him to see the bourse.
suddenly plunging into heedless pacificism, secking to deny Germany'y pye
At the present moment the same people, incapable of mastering, or even of controlling
their ** moods,"" are going in for the wildest sort of Nationalism. Instead of patient
labouring at the building up of a new Germany, they imagine that by means ¢
a2 ** Putsch " they can conjure back the old world. It is only consistent that Thoes
Mann should courageously issue a warning now, and affirm his faith in the Republie’
He did this in an address at Berlin, which has been received with considersble
resentment by the younger generation. During the war he was reg Y
a militarist, and now suddenly he is counted a revolutionary. People have, therefore,
concluded that he is a thorough-going opportunist, always turning with the wind
Exactly the reverse is the case. He is what is most difficult for a German—ad
rarest in Germany—an idealist with a clear conception of reality. Nietasche one.
said that Germans were always thinking about something which had nothing ©o &
‘mh any particular case at issue, '
Sapientis est ordinare, says Thomas Aquinas. The whole wisdom of life comes ®°
this : to bring order into the contradictions of reality, to harmonize its demands W&
m of one’s own spiritual needs, to adjust the past to the present. In substanct
IS amounts to giving thought to that which at the moment is essential. Scarcelf |
W - any has a keener scent for this than Thomas Maon ; he has ‘
% passion for the essential that it sometimes becomes almost a mania ; he has the ]
Wm age of his convictions and is not afraid of stating them. He feels this his du
dmzm;ﬁ:“’w he runs his head into a wall. So his followers mnnm:g
hitherto barely mma of yesterday are, to-day, his bitterest enemies ; those st
President of the R ‘bm shoulders for him, already see him as thcr. ward
Gerhart Ha @“h:~ A thusiastic friends once in like fashion put o |
have more importan o S Office. T hope both will be spared from ﬁm:ﬁ |
MMmm : d“w to do. It is a curious fact that German literature S
o P mmmmﬁm.&emofﬁxty.w,nw.ﬁm* %
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THE LONDON MERCURY

RN _
A s that pleases people 1s automatically gy} eCt to shs
Crﬂjctsri(:{fi:cl:]l:g E_qut@:tcrted tln prev?nt pl:.l}{s that hagre Plzat:;g st?l’t of ops
E::fgsful : at any rate tlﬁwy are dcpf'ecm[tctl as ta(;- as }30§-S§ble, For - an:g? *
;ucces.‘! is associated with so much anllbe and suspicion thae for Week?
ziares show his face among decent people. BuF a theatre cannot jp, oy be g
by failures, and they are the only plays which can count upoq 5% Uiges
favour. In magnis voluisse sat est 1s a proverb which no theatre.going ‘
in the world believes. ;

Emil Ludwig began his career by follm_mng Hofmannsthal’s f%
wrote a wise book on Bismarck, an unforgivable one on “{agne:, and ap
work on Goethe. Not long ago he told Rembrfmdt s story in Rembrw
It is a quiet work of restrained power, filled with reverence and a keep, ,
for the obscure sides of life W_here the d.emomc and al.l Sorts of prgly
one another. At the moment he is engaged in a l’aw suit with the Ex-Kaiser
who objects to being put on the stage in Ludwig’s play Die Entlassung (The Dy
while he is still alive. The chances are that the Kalser.wﬂl be unable o o
production of the play, but it is doubtful whether Ludwig will obtain anythie
a succes de scandale. 'There has been a good deal of revived interest in Rien
thanks to the appearance of the last volume of his Mémoires and Schiissler’y
Bismarck’s Sturz (Bismarck’s Fall), in which all the material is gathereq
reworked. Ludwig’s play consists of three compact acts. It is really in the manne

the older French plays, the scenes are well handled, there are many attrge
surprises and all the parts are excellent. It is as amusing as a piece by Scribe, m
sounder than one by Sardou, and yet it indicates the dark background of §
instance of ingratitude and its far-reaching importance upon the world’s histo
Whatever form an author chooses in the last instance is his own affair, Ia
imagine Hamlet as a comedy and Le Mariage de Figaro as a tragedy. But one fef
that Bismarck’s figure is of heroic proportions and one should prefer it reser
for a Shakespeare. As long as such a one is lacking, one can conceive it only}

stand . present day are not satisfied with this natu
Mandard ; they self-consciously apply another one of their own making,
course, cannot measure up to it. Emil Ludwig is much more honest ; he know

what he can d ! . ’ 2
So he has no? " koowe quite well that he does not reach Shakespeare’s sta

satisfied with antﬁEd to give us the illusion of a Shakespearean Bismarck ; he 8

and, 1 fear Emil Ludwig Bismarck. But the public, for the present the

the play ; | ' isfioddl
It will be annoyeil l:haayt IPSJ P}'Oduced3 the spectator will not be so easily sa
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