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seems almost a miracle that, quite unexpectedly, two up till now totally unknowy |
poets have succeeded overnight in establishing themselves, winning not only the vy, §
and fleeting fame of a day but being taken by the peoplfa stralg}}t to its heart, Thig -
the more extraordinary since these two poets Ha.ns Grlmm, with the novel, Nationg
Without a Chance (Langen, Munich) and Hans Friedrich Bluck, author of Bat of the
Stars (Diedericks, Jena) are both Low Germans, and so come of a race which from
earliest times has not only preserved its intellectual art and imagination free frop
effacement or adulteration, but has also been guarded and even carefully kept secret
from others. -;
The Low German is free from any tendency to be vain. He has no wish to establish
his rights first of all by becoming famous. He doesn’t want to show himself. Itig
enough for him to keep his forefathers’ inheritance untarnished, to take care that its
unsullied glory will hold sway over the meaning of existence for his children and his
children’s children. He does not care very much what other Germansare doing. If they
leave him alone, he leaves them alone. But if he does live apart from them, neverthe-
less in secret he feels entirely answerable for them, because he imagines himself to be
:ﬁz :zi.lvt.re of everything German. It is enough for him to be just a single member in
ice of the nation, but it must be that one which knows everything. Scarcely
‘I‘gy Othf‘cll'1 German race has such a strong feeling of responsibility for the whole nation.
= n‘:gn‘::n t;f ili :;l:g race-feeling more alive, but in no other is the readiness to set the
et becomg th strong; and on one condition, namely, that the community
authority which i 51 € pure expression of tha:t visible and acknowledged practicable
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